
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FACTS  
• Half the world – nearly three 

billion people – live on less than 
two US dollars a day.  

• Four billion people live in 
countries with a poor or bad level 
of human development.  

• 20% of the world population does 

not have access to safe drinking 
water. 

• 50% of the world population does 
not have sanitation.  

• The world population has tripled 
since the beginning of the 20th 
century, and is expected to reach 
the benchmark of 10 billion 
people by the year 2080. 

• Nearly a billion people entered 

the 21st centur y unable to read a 
book or sign their names. 

• At least 7 inter -state armed 
conflicts of the past century were 
over shared freshwater resources. 

• An average citizen in the USA 
uses 600 litres of water per day 
against a Jordanian’s daily 
consumption of 85 litres. 

• 28 million Africans were facing 

severe food shortages in the year 
2000. 

• Global military expenditure in 
2000 was US$804 billion, against 
US$53.1 billion of total official 
development aid (ODA) in the 
same year. 

• 20% of the world's people in the 
highest-income countries account 
for 86% of total private 
consumption expenditures. 

• Sweden is closest to achieving 

sustainable development, 
according to the 2001 ‘Wellbeing 
of Nations’ assessment.  
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RIO +10 = JOHANNESBURG 2002 
Johannesburg 2002 refers to the next World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(WSSD) to be held in South Africa between August 26th and September 4th. Heads of 
State and/or their representatives and the civil society will meet to take stock of the 
progress in socio-economic development and protection of the environment since 
the first Conference of the United Nations on Environment and Development (known 
as the Earth Summit, Rio 92). That’s why the 2002 Summit is also called Rio +10. 

That first Earth Summit represented a historical moment of reflection on the way we 
understand environment and development. At that time international leaders approved 
“Agenda 21 – Action Program for Sustainable Development”, a far-reaching platform to 
achieve sustainable development in the 21st century. This document deals with 
environmental and development issues in an integrated way at the international, 
national and local levels.  

10 years later, it is clear we are still far from sustainable development. The 2002 
Summit faces the challenge to ensure a balance between economic and social 
development and the protection of the environment, both of which are regarded as 
interdependent components of global sustainable development. The main item on the 
agenda for the Summit therefore is to find practical ways to implement Agenda 21.  

WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT? 
To put it bluntly, we all know that the human impact on the planet’s biosphere is 
threatening our own existence. Humans have destroyed about 30% of the natural 
world since 1970s. The developing world now spends US$13 on dept repayment for 
every US dollar it receives in grants. The gap between the richest and poorest 
countries has widened to 72 to 1 in 1992, compared to 3 to 1 in the beginning of the 
19t h century.  
There are many definitions of sustainable development, including the landmark one the 
Bruntland Commission used in the ‘Our Common Future’ report in 1987: "Development 
that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs."  Sustainable development has been described as 
the integration of the three e's — environment, economy, and equity.  

Many of these needs may seem to conflict with each other in the short term. If you did 
not have access to safe water, and therefore needed wood to boil drinking water so that 
you and your children would not get sick, would you worry about causing deforestation? 
Whose needs need to go first, yours or your neighbour’s? Difficult trade-offs and choices 
are inherent to the sustainable development concept.  

In the Middle East, sharing water was a cornerstone of the 1994 Jordan/Israel 
peace accord; following the treaty, Jordan was able to launch a project to 
increase the captured flow of natural run-off from the Yarmouk River – the water 
source over which Jordanian and Israeli troops once exchanged gunfire.  

In Rwanda and the Great Lakes region of Africa, soil erosion and resulting 
environmental degradation has been central in both conflict and natural 
catastrophes. 

Sweden is 19 times more efficient in increasing its nation’s wellbeing than 
Somalia without increasing the damage to the environment. However, even 
Sweden is considered an “ecosystem deficit” country: it obtains an advanced 
standard of living through environmental damage.   

Latin America has the greatest disparity between the best and the worst off and 
accounts for 5% of the world’s absolute poor, with the vast majority living in 
Southern Mexico and Central America.  

If no decisive action is taken in the next 20 years to find solutions to our biosphere 
problems, mounting environmental and social pressures –  there will be at least 3 
billion more people in 2080 – the situation is likely to result in massive population 
displacement and violent conflict over natural resources as well as significant loss of 
biodiversity.  
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Wellbeing of Nations 
 
The Wellbeing of Nations is a survey 
that ranks 180 countries by measuring 
human development and environ-
mental conservation. 

The measures of human development 
used in the ‘Wellbeing of Nations’ 
include indicators of wealth and 
education as well as measures on 
freedom, governance, peace, order, 
education, communication infrastruc-
ture and basic services to give a much 
better yardstick of human wellbeing. 
Similarly, measures on the broad 
themes of land, water, air, 
biodiversity and resource use are 
combined to give a much sharper pic-
ture of the state of the environment.  

The report was published in October 
2000, ranking Sweden in 1st place, 
Canada 7th, Germany 13th, Australia 
18th, Japan 24th, the USA 27th and 
South Africa the 136th. Overall, 37 
countries are close to striking a good 
balance between a healthy population 
and a healthy environment, the report 
concluded.  

Focus on Africa  
The fact that the next World Summit 
on Sustainable Development will be 
held in Africa is another prompt to 
tackle the economic and social 
challenges of the continent.  

Per capita income in Africa in 2000 
was 10% below the level reached in 
1980; and despite some recent 
improvements in agricultural growth 
rates, at least 28 million Africans are 
facing severe food shortages every 
year. It is estimated that for each US 
dollar of net capital inflow to sub-
Saharan Africa from the rest of the 
world, a dollar and six cents has 
flowed out.  

Food aid programmes (when not for 
emergency relief) have proved to be 
destructive to the economy of the 
recipient nation. The dumping of the 
surplus production for free or at 
nearly no cost to poorer nations 
means that the farmers from such 
countries cannot compete and are 
driven out of jobs, further slanting 
the “market share” of the larger 
producers such as the US and Europe. 

There’s an urgent need to find inno-
vative and working mechanisms to 
reverse these trends. NEPAD, or the 
New Partnership for African 
Development, is one of the suggested 
instruments for pursuing a common 
agenda for Africa with regards to 
trade and investment, finance for 
development and debt.   

 

 

WHAT HAS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DONE TO 
PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT?  
Sustainable development has been on the international agenda for almost thirty years 
now. In 1972, the first World Summit on Human Environment was held in Stockholm, 
Sweden. In 1984, the United Nations General Assembly established the World 
Commission on Environment and Development, which is also known as the Bruntland 
Commission, named after its chair Gro Harlem Bruntland. The Commission was asked to 
study the connections between the issues of environment and development. In 1987, the 
Bruntland Commission presented its final report, ‘Our Common Future’. IUCN co-
authored the report and thus generated the “sustainable development” concept. The 
IUCN Commission on Environmental Law drafted the Earth Charter in the same year. 
In 1992, the World Summit on Environment and Development assembled in Rio de 
Janeiro. The gathering received the name of the Earth Summit and adopted Agenda 21.  

In 1997, the 19th Special Session of the UN devoted to Agenda 21, discussed five years 
of progress in New York. The location and date of the 2002 Summit in Johannesburg was 
decided in 2000. An estimated 60,000 participants are expected to attend the 
Johannesburg Summit this year to take stock of the situation and decide what can be 
done to rekindle the environmental flame. 

TODAY’S 10 LEADERS IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
            Ranking according to the Wellbeing Index 

Rank Country WI HWI EWI 
     

1 Sweden 64.0 79 49 
2 Finland 62.5 81 44 
3 Norway 62.5 82 43 
4 Iceland 61.5 80 43 
5 Austria 61.0 80 42 
6 Dominica 60.5 56 65 

7= Canada 60.5 78 43 
7= Switzerland 60.5 78 43 
9 Belize 57.0 50 64 
10 Guyana 57.0 51 63 

 
The Wellbeing Index (WI) is the point on the Barometer of Sustainability where the 
Human Wellbeing Index (HWI) and Ecosystem Wellbeing Index (EWI) intersect. It is 
expressed here as the average of the HWI and the EWI. Sustainability would be an 
average of 81.0 or higher. 

JOHANNESBURG CHALLENGES  
The Johannesburg Summit will need to answer the following questions: What 
progress has been made since the Rio conference in 1992? What are the main 
divergences between post-Rio expectations and the way things turned out in reality? 
What understanding have we gained about sustainable development, especially 
about what has worked in practice? And, finally, how can we mainstream sustainable 
development in the future? 

The Summit is expected to result in a political declaration promulgated by Heads of 
State and Government. It should also deliver a forward- looking Action Agenda, and a 
series of new partnerships between governments, private sector and civil society to 
carry this work forward. So far high- level discussions have identified the following key 
topics for the Summit: globaliz ation, poverty reduction and change in consumption 
patterns.  

Web sites like the hungersite.com allow you to simply click a link and thereby 
donate food to someone in need in a developing country. However, there is 
more to it than clicking on a link. 

Natural resources form the livelihood basis for most of the world’s poor. As the World 
Commission on Environment and Development recognised, unless environmental 
capacity is conserved and enhanced, poverty will not be relieved in the long term.  

Today’s consumption is undermining the environmental resource base. The real issue is 
not consumption itself but its patterns and effects. Inequalities in consumption are 
flagrant . 

Globally, the 20% of the world's people in the highest-income countries 
account for 86% of total private consumption expenditures – the poorest 20% 
a minuscule 1.3%.  

Habitability of the planet  ultimately emerges as the overarching theme of WSSD. 



 
 

Agenda 21 & Global Deal 
A major achievement of the Earth 
Summit was Agenda 21, a thorough and 
broad-ranging programme of actions 
demanding new ways of investing in 
our future to reach global sustainable 
development in the 21st century. Its 
recommendations ranged from new 
ways to educate, to new ways to care 
for natural resources, and new ways to 
participate in designing a sustainable 
economy. The overall ambition of 
Agenda 21 was nothing less than to 
make a safe and just world for all 
people. As the slogan of the 
Johannesburg Summit states: people, 
planet and prosperity.  

In the run-up to the 2002 Summit, a 
new idea on breaking the impasse in 
the North-South dilemma has 
appeared: Global Deal, put on the 
table in Denmark’s non-paper. The 
Global Deal agenda is narrowly 
focused. One of the key contributions 
developed countries are to make to 
sustainable development under this 
Deal is to promote “decoupling” the 
interrelation between economic 
growth on the one hand and resource 
consumption, pollution and sectoral 
environmental loads on the other. 

QUOTES 
“Our globe’s environmental resources 
are shrinking even faster than 
globalization is shrinking our world. 
We are destroying the very things that 
sustain us, from life-giving water, to 
soul-nourishing landscapes, to whole 
species of plants and animals that may 
hold the secret to some of our 
greatest health threats, to the whole 
web of biological resources that 
support life itself.” — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor of Jordan, Patron of IUCN 

“The world has become weary and 
cynical about grand policy statements 
and new institutions being touted as 
the answer to our environmental 
problems. The world today is calling 
out for delivering on commitments 
and for moving beyond documents to 
implementation.” — Achim Steiner, 
IUCN Director General  

“Businesses and NGOs should put aside 
taboos and preconceptions that don’t 
allow full use of our capacities.” — 
Miguel Araujo,  IUCN Director of 
Corporate Strategies, Partnerships and 
Communications 

“Today what happens to the poorest 
person in the poorest country can 
affect the richest person in the richest 
country. Terrorist assaults indicated a 
possible link between problems in the 
developing world and the safety of 
people in the industrialized 
countries.” — Gordon Brown, Britai n’s 
chancellor of the exchequer.  

    

IUCN’S RESPONSE 
Sustainable development is at the core of IUCN’s mission and mandate. IUCN will 
showcase at the Summit that biodiversity conservation and sustainable use contribute 
not only to securing ecosystem integrity but also to sustainable livelihoods, effective 
governance, financing for sustainable development, greater social, economic and 
environmental security — and ultimately to a reduction of human suffering.   

The IUCN concept, that conservation and development are inextricably 
linked, now forms the heart of environmental protection and economic 
development strategies in many countries. IUCN has demonstrated how the 
effective management of natural resources alleviates poverty and has 
developed many tools and instruments for management, governance and 
financing of natural resources for sustainable development.  

IUCN PROMOTES SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS. We learn and work together to seek a 
balance between human uses and the capacity of ecosystems. Ecosystem management 
looks at the “big picture” where people and nature meet. Reconciling community needs 
with the principles of ecology, combining science with indigenous knowledge, and 
linking local realities with global responsibilities are at the heart of IUCN’s search for 
sustainable development options. 

In the Tanga region of Tanzania, coastal villages have more fish to catch after 
IUCN introduced collaborative fish management. The IUCN Water & Nature 
Initiative is a five-year action plan for policy change and local action. In seven 
basins around the world, the Initiative improves water management with the 
involvement of all stakeholders for the benefit of freshwater ecosystems and the 
livelihoods of local communities. 

In Vietnam, the IUCN Initiative on Sustainable Use of non-timber forest products 
— mushrooms, berries, medicinal plants, bamboo shoots etc. — has significantly 
increased household incomes in three villages. 

Behind many of today’s fiercest battles and grievous disasters lies 
environmental insecurity. The potential seriousness of such conflicts has 
prompted IUCN to launch a Global Initiative on Environment and Security, to 
help illuminate the causes of tension and conflict, and to identify how 
resource degradation leads to national distress.  

FINANCING FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT is both an issue and an opportunity for 
IUCN. The IUCN Business & Biodiversity Initiative is testing new partnerships with the 
corporate sector to develop strategies for investing in biodiversity. The Union is also 
engaged in dialogues with the mining, forests, oil exploration, dam building and 
agricultural sectors to assess options for minimizing environmental damage and 
protecting valuable genetic resources. 

Kijani Initiative for Africa — spanning Madagascar to Morocco and Cape Town to 
Cairo — is an innovative approach to poverty alleviation. It encourages 
businesses whose activities have a positive impact on biodiversity. The initiative 
is named Kijani — the East Africa/KiSwahili word for green — to symbolise its 
focus on green investments in Africa. 

IUCN BUILDS CAPACITY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE. Legal frameworks, 
financial incentives and policy reforms protect nature and enable people at the local, 
national and global level to manage their own resources. 

The Global Biodiversity Forum (GBF) is a powerful tool IUCN uses to convene 
policy dialogues. Instituted in 1993, the GBF has brought together more than 
7000 representatives from governments, NGOs, indigenous peoples and local 
community groups, academia and industry. They have discussed and debated the 
social, economic, policy, legal and institutional aspects of key biodiversity 
issues, such as access to genetic resources, in support of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity. 

In partnership with leading universities, IUCN established Centr es of Excellence 
for Environmental Law in China, Kuwait, Brazil and Singapore. 

Women constitute 50% of the world’s population and are distinctly affected 
by and receive benefits from environmental policies. Today’s 35 women 
ministers responsible for environment and natural resources in the world — 
from a mere handful a decade ago — are an encouraging statistic for IUCN’s 
commitment to equity in development. 

In a globalized world, civil society and the private sector wield greater influence and 
demand more active involvement in policy and decision making than was previously 
the case. IUCN is an ongoing and successful experiment in international environmental 
governance; it brings together governments, business, science and NGOs in the world’s 
largest environmental network. IUCN was granted United Nations Observer Status in 
1999. 
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A WEB OF EXPERTISE 
The web of IUCN remains focused on 
the diversity of life. We learn and 
work together with members, 
partners, Commissions and Secretariat 
to seek a balance between human 
uses and the capacities of 
ecosystems, as we seek to find 
comprehensive strategies for 
conservation and development, which 
maintain both the natural and cultural 
diversity of life.  

Our challenge is to find practical 
actions to achieve the vision of a just 
world that values and conserves 
nature. IUCN plays a vital role in that 
challenge. 

Created in 1948, IUCN — The World 
Conservation Union  brings together 
72 states, 107 government agencies, 
743 NGOs, 34 affiliates, and some 
10,000 scientists and experts from 181 
countries in a unique worldwide 
partnership. IUCN’s mission is to 
influence, encourage and assist 
societies throughout the world to con-
serve the integrity and diversity of 
nature and to ensure that any use of 
natural resources is equitable and 
ecologically sustainable.  
IUCN is the world’s largest 
environmental knowledge network 
and has helped over 75 countries to 
prepare and implement national 
conservation and biodiversity 
strategies. IUCN is a multicultural, 
multilingual organizati on with 1000 
staff located in 42 countries. Its 
headquarters are in Gland, 
Switzerland. 

 
 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GLOSSARY 
 
Sustainable development: “Development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs .” — from the World Commission on Environment and Development’s (the 
Brundtland Commission) report “Our Common Future” (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1987). 

Ecosystem: a dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities 
and their non- living environment interacting as a functional unit. 

Biological diversity — “biodiversity” means the variability among living organisms 
from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 
ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes 
diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems.  

Official development assistance (ODA): ODA comprises grants and loans, net of 
repayments, that meet the three criteria of the Development Assistance 
Committee. These criteria for ODA are: It is undertaken by the official sector. It 
promotes economic development or welfare as a main objective. And it is 
provided on concessional terms, with a grant element or at least 25 percent of 
loans. 

Environmental security: is the relative public safety from environmental dangers 
caused by natural or human processes due to ignorance, accident, 
mismanagement or design and originating within or across national borders. This 
definition was rated the best among those offered today in absence of an 
accepted definition of environmental security provided by the relevant 
international organizations.  
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http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/index.html 
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